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CHAPTEIt XXIX.
The Police Are At Fault.

AMBLEH Jevons read the letter,
then handed it to mo wlthout com
ment,

It was written upon tho note paper 1
Jmew bo well, stamped with tho neat
address "Neneford1* ln iblaok, but lt bore
»o dato. What 1 road was as follows:-
"Slr,.I fail to eomprehend the meanlng

ef your words when you followed me
Into tho (traln at Huntlngdon la.st nlght.
I am In no fear of any catastroph*;
thorefore, 1 can only tako your offer nf
asslstance as an attompt to obtaln money
from me. If you prcsunio to addross me
ui;ain I shall have no other course than
to acqualnt the pollce. Yours truly,.
Mary Courtenay,"
"Ah!" 1 exclaimed. "Then ho warncd

her, and sho ud-iuuderHtood hla Inten*
Itlon."
"Wlthout a doubt." siild' Amblu, tak*

ing tho letter from my hund. "Thls was
¦written probably only a few days be¬
fore her death, TJiut man," aud he
glanced at the prostrato body, "was the
only one who could gWo us tho cluo tu
unraycl the mystory,"

i'ut the dead tnun'.s llps liud closed, and
hls secret was hold torover. Only thote
letters rumalned to connect hlm wlth
the nver trugeiiy, or rathor ln ahow
tliat lu, had communlcateu wlth tho un*
fortuimto Mrs, Courtenay,
In company wo walked to Lemon Street

J'ollrc Station, ono of tho chlef conters
61 tho Metropolltaji Pollce :n the Ifla'Bt
Knd, and there, ln an upper olllce. Am-
ltlr-r had u long eonBUltatlon with tlie
wrgoant "f tiiK CVlmlnal lnvestlgiitlpnjDepnrlmcnt on iluiy.

I dcvcrUx.d the uppruranco of the body,and stiitt-d m< Misplclons of poisonUiKal! nf whlch ii,. dwtecilve curefully noted
pefore going forih t. rnakoy hls owneX-m.Tuition. My address waa takeji srthat 1 mlght h.-.-:,i at tho post-mortemand llien shorlly after midnlghl 1 droveback westwar.) thn.ugl, iho city wlthArnbler at my slde.
Ho Bpoke llttlo and when in r,xf,irrtfctreet, jui.l ;it tl... rorucr of kv»m»n

Btreet, h< hur-rled gobd-nlglil, and dlsappenredaai^noss. He waa often given to KtmngcVagarles of orratli, movmeut. ri was
us though some Hiimght had suddenlycicciirrerl to him. nml ho acted at once
.upon it.
*hat nlght l acarpoly clogeii my eyesJ»y braln was nyhlrl wlth tliought or nn«h« ciirioiis .-vr-iits.iif iho pual f«w rnontlit|»he ln<4_pl|fuble prosence of old Alr""Mtunay, thf. uubsequeut death of U.ury

and the only man, who, accordlng to
Ambler, knew tho secret.
Etholwynn's strange words worrled me.

What could she mean? What dld she
know? Surcly her'a could not be a
gutlty consclence. '\'et, ln her words
and actlons 1 liud detectod that cow-
ardlco whlch a heavy consclence always
engonders. One by ono I dlssocted nnd
analyzed thu Seven Secrets, but not i«
one slngle Instance could I obtain a
gleatn of truth.
Whllo at the hospital next day I was

served with a notloe to uaslst at the
post-niortom of the unfortunate Lano,
whose body was lying ln the Shadwell
mortuary; ana that samo afternoon ]
met by appblntmenit Doctor Tatham. of
.tlie London llospltul, who, as ls well
known, ls nn expert toxlodloglBt';
To doscrlbo ln technlcal detull the ex-

arulnutlon we made would not Interest
tlie general reador of tbis strange nar-
mtlve. Tho avcrage man or woman
knows nothing or cares less for tho duo*
donuin or thu pylorua; thorerorq lt la not
my Intontlon to go Into long and weary-
hng dotall. SuIIioo It to sny that we pic
Borved certain portlons of tho body foi
lubsequent esamCinaiblon, nnd together
wero engaged the wholo evenlng In tltt
laboratory of the hospital. Tatham v/ae
well aklllod In the ihlnutlao of tho tostsTlu! exaot detormlnatloti (,f tho cause ofdeuth In oases of polaonlng always de-
Ponds partly on tho ayinptons noted bo.foro death and partly on the appear-ancos found after death. nogardlng theformer neither of us knew anythlng-ncneo out dlMeultloH wero greatly lu-creasod. The object of the annlyst :a toomnln lhe BUbstancos whlch he has tcexamlne ohemlcaliy i. ,iS pUre . ,.01Kll.tlon us poaslble, ho that thero may he
no doubt about the results of his tewt-Ing; uIbo. Df course, to sepurato active
BUbatancoa from thoso that aro Inert allbelng mixed together ln tb« utotnachand allinentury canal. Agnln, lu deallngwith such iiulds aa the blood, or tlu'tlBauea »f the body, thelr naturnl con-Btituonta niiibt bo not rhl of beforo theforelgn and poisonoua body can bereached. There la atll dilllculty fnrtluito cnnicnd wiih; tlmt Bomo »f tho moatpolBonous of KiihstunceK aro of unirtabloeo.njioalt.Qn nnd ura raad,)y nltored bychomjcal reagontaj to thls group holonn
riiiiny yegetttblo and iiionI uriltnnl po|son(J'hoao, tberoforb, uma| bo ireulpa dlffor*ently from thu more ulablu Inorgunlcpolson we niuy daatroy all organlo nivlenalg mixqd with It, trustlng to findthe polapn atiii repQgn.aa.ljla after thisprocegfl; not .s" with un organlo suli,"Jtnce: that mW be a'eparated by othoriiuin qestructlvo nn.-nnH.
Thn.ugi, tho wj,o|0 evonlng we rteatedJor t|l(. ifftrluus jjrouua of jpyluyus-cujj

roslves, s'mplc lrritants, specific irritants
and neurotics. It was a long and scicn-
tlllc acarch.
Some of the tests wlth which I .was

not acqualntod I watched with tho keen-
est interest, for of all the medical men ln
London Tatham was the most up-to-Uateln such analyses.
At lengUi, after much work wlth aclds.nltratlon and distlllatlon. we- determlned

that a neurotlc had been employed, andthat Its action on the 'irasomotor systemof the nerves was vory slrriilar, it notidentical, with nltrate of amyl.
Further than that oiren Tatham, ex-

pert in such' matters, couia not pro-

ceetl. Hours of hard work resulted intliat concluslon, "and wlth It we were
compelied to bo satfslled.
ln due course the Inquest was held at

Shadwel], and, with Ambler, I attended
as a witness. The.reporters, of courso
expected a sensation; but, on tho con-
trary, our evldence went to show that
as tho^ polsonous substance was found inthe "quartern" bottle on deceased'atable, death was in all probablllty due
to sulcicle.
Some members of the Jury took an op-pnniie vlew. '1'hon the letters we hadfound coneealed were produced by thepollce, anrl, of course, created a certaln

amount of Interest. But to tho readers
of newspapers the polsonlng of a coster-
monger at Shadwell la of little Interest
as compared with a slmilar catastropheln the quarter of London vaguoly known
as the West End. The letters were sus-
picious, and both coroner and jury ac-
cepted them as evldence that Lane waa
engaged upon an elaiborate plece of black-mail.
"Who is thls Mary Courtenay,., \\R\twrites to him from Noneford?" lnquiredtho coroner of the inspector.
"Well, sir." the latter responded, "the

writer herself :« dead. She was found
t-rowned a few days ago near her home

'.When I gwe ^ you shall step into roy shoes, Boyd, and it will be a good thing for you.*.

under sueplclous circurnstances."
Then the roportcrs commenced to

awnke to the fact that something ex*
traordlnary was underlying the Inqulry.
"Ah!" remarked the coroner, one of the

most acute offlclals of his class. "Then
ln face of this her letter Rooms to be
more than curlous. ior aught we knowthe tragedy at Neneford may have been
wllful murder; and we have now the
Eulcido of the assossln,"
"That, sir, Is the pollce theory," re¬

pllod the inspector,
"Pollce theory ba hanged!" cjaculatedAmbler, alraoBt loud enough to be heard."The pollce know nothlng of the casejand wlll nover learn anythlng. If thajury are content to accept such an ex-planatlon, and brand poor Lane as a mur¬derer, they must be allowed to do sp."I knew Jevona held coroner's jurles lnthe moat supreme' contempt; sometlmearather unreasonably so. I thought.

/'Well," the coroner sald. "thla Is cer*talnly remarkable evldence," and heturnod tho dead womans letter over Inhls hand "It is qulte plain that the do-
ceased approached the Jndy ostenslbly tcglvo her yvarnlng of some dangor, butreally to blaokmall her, For what rea-
son does not at present appear. He mayhave feared her throat to glve Informa¬tlon to the pollce; henco hls crlxne andsubsoqueat suicldo."
.J^jIsten!" exc-a.'med. Jevons in my ear.They nre actually trying tho dead monfor a crime he could not posslbly havecommitted. They'vo got hold of tho wrongend of tho stlck as usual, Why don'tthey glve a verdict of suicide and havedone with lt. We can't afford to waste
a whole day explaining thoorles to a setof uneducated gentlomon of tho Whlte-chapel Iioad. Tho English law is rldl-
cuious whero coroner's Jurles aro con-
corned."
Th0 coroner heard his whisporing and

ion|if,d toward us severoly.
"Wo have not had suftleiept time to in-

vestlgate the whole of tho facts con-
nectod with Mrs, Courtenay's mysterlous
death." the inspoctor went on. "You
wlll probably rocolloct, slr, a mystery
down at ICow somo little tlmo ago. It
was fully reported In tho papers, and
croated conslrlerablo sensntlon. an old
gentleman was murderer! under remark¬
able clrcumstancos. Well, slr, tho gen¬
tleman in questlon was Mra. Courtonnv't
husband."
Tho coroner eat (back In hla chalr. nnd

stared at tho offlcer who had spokon
whllo ln tho court a great sonsatlon wns-
caused. Mentlon of the JCow mystorybrought Its' dotulls ivlvlu.y back.to th'i
mlnds of every one, Yes. After all, tlu
death of that pnor costermonger, l,ank>Lnne, was of greator publlo Interest thar
the reprosentatlvea of tho proaa antlol-
pated, tj
"Are yfiii qulte certain of thls?" tlu

coroner querlod.
"Ves, slr. I am hore by dlreetlon of tluChlef Inspector at Sootlnnd Ynrd to glvievldonce. 1 waa ongagod upon tho cn.s.

at Kaw, and hnve alao mado Innuii'IotInto the mystery nt Nonoford."
"Thon you ha>vo susplelon that tho deceriRed waa-well, a porson of bad char-acter?"
"We havo."
"Fools," growlod Amblor. "Lano waa

ono of thelr informers, and often obtnlned payment from Bcotlnnd Yard fo-Inforniutlon rogimtlng tlie dolnga of i
certain gang of thleves. And yot the\actually doplaro hlm Lo ho a bad char*
ftoter. Preppatorousl" ,- .--,

"Do you apply for an adjournment of
the ;nquiry7"
"No, slr. We antlclpate that the ver*

dlct wlll toe aulclde.the only one possl-ble ln face of the evldonce."
And then, as though tho Jurjr were

compelled to act upon the 4napcotor"8 aug-gestion, they returned a oimple -verdlct
"That the doccaaed commltted BUlcIae
by polaonlng whlle of unsound mlnd."

OHAPTER XXX.
Sir Bernhard'3 Decision.

>'or fully a week I saw nothing ot
Ambler.

Slr Bernard was unwell. and remalned
down at Hove; thcrefore, I waa compelledto attend to his practlce. There were
several serlous cases, the patlents belng
people of note; thus I was kept verybusy.
<My friend's sllence was puzzUng. I

wroto to hlm but recelved no responao.A wlre to hla offlco In the clty ellolted
tho fact that Mr, Jevons was out of
town. Probably he was atill puraulng tho
Inquiry ho had so nctk-ely taken up.
Nevertheloss, I waa dlaaatlaflcd that he
should leavo me so ontlrely ln the dark
as to hls Intentlons and dlscoveries.
Btholwynn canie to town for the dayi

and I spent several hours shopplng with
her. Sho 'was strangely nervous, and
all the old Bpontaneous galety seemed to
ha/vc left her. 8he had read tn the papcra
ot tho curlous connoctlon botwecn the
death of tho man Lajie and that of hor
unfortunate alator, and our converaatlon
waa malnly upori the rlvor myatery..
Sometlmea ahe seemed 111 at ease with
mo, as though she fenrod some dlscov-
ery. Perhaps, however, lt was morely
my fancy.
I loved hor. She was all the world tomo! and yet ln her eyes I seemed toroad somo hldden secrot whlch aho wasendeaivorJng with oll tho power at hercommand to conceal. In such clroum-stances thero was .bound to arlse betweenus ti cretaln reservo that we had notbeforo known. Her convcrsatlon waa car*rlod on In a mechanlcnl monner, aathough dlstracted by her inner thoughts;'n\i^W*tn. .a"er havlnir tea together lnBond Streot. we drove to the statlon.nd I saw Jier off on her roturn to neword, my mlnd waa full of dark apprehen-slona.
Ves. That Untervtew cowvlnced me

moro than ever thut sho was ln some
nanner cognlzant of the truth, Tlie sec-ret oxlatenco of old Mr. Courtenay, tlie-nun whom I myself had pronounceduoad, was tho crownlng polnt of the
'trange affalr; and yet I felt by aome
nward Intultlon that thls fact was not
¦inknown to her.
All the romartcabjo events of that.moon-

lt nlght whon I had followed husband
ind wlfo along the rlver bank came bnck
:o mo, and I saw vlvldly the old man'a
aoo, haggard and drawn, Just .ns {1md been in life. Suroly there could be

.10 atranger ourront of events than tho»e
vhlch formpd tho Beven Seorets. Thoy
vero beyond explanatlon-all of them, I
tnow nothing, I had aeen roaulta, butr know pot tholr oauae.
Nltrate of amy| waa not n drug whloh

i icostormongor would aeleot wltlv «
low to oommlttlng aulolde. lndeed, ., Ilaaesay few of. my readars, unleaa they
re doptora or ehemlata, have e>ver be*
->ro hoard of Jt. Thoroforo my own oon-luslon, fully endorepd by the erratlo

(Cpntlnuod oniBieventli P*."..,
^ '> .


